Judiciary Member

Quote/Position on FMA

Orrin G. Hatch

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, said the Constitution is about
to change no matter what — "either through an
amendment, or by the ruling of four activist
judges in Massachusetts who are going to
impose gay marriage on everyone. . . . I'd rather
have the elected representatives make the
decision."
His committee plans its first hearing on it
next week. "It's going to be a very tough fight
because Democrats don't seem to want any
amendment, and they are happy with the
decision of the four activist judges in
Massachusetts," he said.
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But Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., considered a
moderate supporter of gay rights who has
voted to ban workplace discrimination based on
sexual orientation, said it is still too early to
look to the Constitution for a ruling to the gay
marriage debate, despite his beliefs that
marriage is an institution between a man and a
woman.
Has had the Republican Policy Committee
(which he is in charge of) write numerous
reports that support a FMA.

U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine's spokeswoman,
Amanda Flaig, said the Cedarville Republican
believes "marriage is between a man and a
woman," but he still is considering whether an
amendment is needed.
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"The traditional institution of marriage is now
under attack," said Sen. Lindsey Graham,
R-S.C., in supporting the proposed amendment
Tuesday shortly after Bush announced his
endorsement of a proposal to amend the
Constitution to prohibit same-sex marriages.
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A spokeswoman for Chambliss said he also
supports the federal marriage amendment.
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